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From Friday, August 3rd, 2007 KSTP-TV (ABC) Live coverage of the I-35W Bridge collapse over the 
Mississippi river in Minneapolis, MN 


e The Collapse occurred at 6:05 P.M, injuring 145 people and killing 13. 


e Coverage runs from 4:59 P.M - 6:58 P.M 
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this is 5 eyewitness news at 5. we start with the latest from the 35 w bridge collapse so far five confirmed 
deaths several others missing investigators are not being specific with a number tonight hello everyone i'm 
john mason and i'm cindy brucato five of the victims are identified now they are patrick holm of mounds view 
sherry engebretson of shoreview artemio trinidad mania of minneapolis and julia blackhawk of savage and 
paul eichstadt of mounds view here's what our reporters are working on colleen mahany talks to families of 
the missing mark albert digs into bridge inspections but we start with glen barber with more on the dangerous 
recovery effort on the river glenn and john the sheriff tells us that things are actually going better in the water 
today divers shifting their focus from this side to upstream of the bridge collapsed today but still it's been a 
very slow and difficult process here on the mississippi and at this point no more bodies have been found 
divers from hennepin ramsey and anoka counties were back on the mississippi by 10 30 friday morning so 
far a dozen cars have been found submerged and empty we stand by ready to respond to the river's edge 
the medical examiner says he'll release any more victims names when they've been positively identified and 
families have been notified search crews believe there are more bodies in the water but divers haven't found 
them yet the debris field we're keeping the divers out of the heavy debris so we're bringing them up up to the 
deck of the highway but we are not penetrating or going underneath any open areas crews say visibility is 
terrible combined with strong currents divers are on a lifeline to the surface conditions a little bit better today 
water levels lowered now two to 12 feet in the collapse area we will come back through a second if not a 
third time the focus of the recovery mission 
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the focus of the recovery mission remains around the bridge sonar equipment helped to identify target areas 
even with 20 divers in the water search teams say they could be at it for days anyone from mndot would 
have said close the bridge or restricted or immediately replace it we would have taken action but that's not 
what occurred they made decisions at a technical level now while county dive crews have been focusing 
their search at the collapse bridge site we're told the department of natural resources has been searching 
downstream for any debris or possibly even bodies in the meantime tonight we're going to get another 
briefing from the sheriff on today's recovery mission coming up tonight at seven o'clock but first at six o'clock 
we're going to hear from a man who was out on the water today and he gives us a sense of what divers have 
really been dealing with for now i'm glenn barber reporting live in minneapolis eyewitness news all right glenn 
now we've learned of another key development in the bridge collapse the ntsb the national transportation 
safety board focusing now on the south end of the bridge where they noticed a 50-foot shift to the east as the 


structure fell while the rest of it seemed to collapse in place investigators have learned this by reviewing this 
video from the army corps of engineers to determine the cause of the disaster and they now add that they 
have three new pieces of video to review although they also say it's still early in the investigation this is a 
step forward and we will be making a very thorough examination of that southern end debris is not being 
removed from the scene until it's thoroughly documented john we want to show you the southern end of the 
bridge and show you exactly what the ntsb chairman is talking about let's take a look at this this picture we've 
created with actually a sort of a compass a direction finder on there so you can get your bearings this is the 
end of the bridge that the chairman of the ntsb is talking about the southern end of the bridge he's saying and 
what the investigators are finding is that this end of the bridge fell 50 feet shifted somehow 50 feet in the 
direction of the arrow to the east 50 feet is what they're looking at right now 
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looking at right now now they are not saying that the problem is necessarily here they're saying this gives 
them a place to begin what they also are saying is that it possibly is something that could be anywhere along 
the bridge maybe even at the north end of the bridge that caused the shift that happened as this end of the 
bridge fell some 50 feet but as we've learned today late this afternoon this is where the ntsb is focused at 
least for right now cindy all right in mndot meanwhile following the governor's orders today beginning today 
to inspect every bridge in the state nevertheless tough questions for the head of the transportation 
department lieutenant governor including whether she would resign mark albert live in the newsroom with the 
latest on this part of the story mark and cindy those pointed questions coming on a day when mndot has 
found a fourth bridge that needs an emergency inspection and transportation officials appear to be on the 
defensive during an intense news conference friday afternoon the questions kept coming and the voices kept 
rising there are no budgetary constraints none at all either were there budgetary constraints on addressing 
safety issues with bridges or anywhere else on the system mndot officials say a lack of money was not a 
factor when they decided in january not to follow one of the recommendations from a consultant and 
reinforce the i-35w bridge with steel plates instead the state opted for a modest two and a half million dollars 
in minor repairs ongoing at the time of wednesday's collapse and stepped up inspections a barrage of 
questions prompted the lieutenant governor to get personnel we will never compromise safety on the bridge 
we just had collapse my daughter drives that twice a day if you really believe that any of us would 
compromise the safety of the motoring public you're in the wrong place because we would not i would tell 
you i would not nor would anyone in my department when asked if she would step down if the investigation 
blames her department for crucial misjudgments i'm not going to answer would i resign i 


00:06:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=EGd9-5-byzQ&t=360s 





i'm not going to answer would i resign i would think that the answer to that would be obvious that appears to 
be a no lieutenant governor mulnow was on a trip to china when the bridge collapsed and she immediately 
got on a long flight home live in the newsroom mark howard 5 eyewitness news thanks mark among the 
people missing tonight a pregnant woman and her two-year-old daughter colleen mahany continues team 
coverage she's near the site of the collapse colleen the husband is obviously devastated tonight simply 
looking for answers his wife missing since the bridge collapsed was on the road to help a friend satya sahal 
and her two-year-old daughter hannah are missing sadia who is five months pregnant promised to pick up a 
friend wednesday night she never showed up he was sweating outside at the door sitting waiting waiting 
waiting and she never show up and still she's gone sadia often traveled across the 35w bridge the 23 year 
old washburn high school graduate wanted to be a nursing assistant and couldn't wait for the birth of her 
second child with her husband mohammed every hour goes by without any word from her increases the level 
of fear and concern and despair as recovery work continues and no sign of sadia or hannah in local hospitals 
the strain is taking its toll on her husband family and friends because of the of the level of the tragedy they 
can't handle it anymore they can't even walk they will collapse they're just waiting for word tonight any word 
the family's simply looking for closure at this point reporting live from minneapolis colleen mahini 5 
eyewitness news thanks colleen we've told you the president is going to be touring the bridge collapses 


tomorrow but today the day before first lady laura bush gets a look at the area chris o'connell live in 
minneapolis with what she saw and what she said chris cindy today's visit by the first lady was really a boost 
of morale a shot in the arm for volunteers and first responding crews who are pulling 
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crews who are pulling long hours and grueling duty the first lady of the nation comforting the first lady of 
minnesota laura bush seeing the collapsed site for the first time we have divers in the water from the sheriff's 
office the divers are actually working right below us now unbelievable she says looking at vehicles seemingly 
frozen in time her purpose wasn't to talk it was to listen to say thanks to the scores of first responders the 
heroes who helped save lives being such role models for all americans appreciate it god bless you all and 
then as she did with other national disasters the first lady thanked the weary volunteers of the american red 
cross our country depends on volunteers in a time like this and she was very very grateful and a visit like that 
certainly buoys the emotions of folks who have been working around the clock and we're grateful for that mrs 
bush made it a point to meet a man who helped some of the 60 children escape that school bus that nearly 
plunged into the mississippi you have a happy part of the tragedy thank you so much for going to work 
immediately thank you ma'am for being here and expressing your concern for us it means everything and 
now preparations are underway for tomorrow morning's visit of president bush he will be here about nine 
o'clock in the morning he will tour the collapse site he will take a helicopter tour to see the destruction first 
hand and we are told that they want to make sure that the president's visit does not interfere with recovery 
efforts on the mississippi live in minneapolis tonight chris o'connell 5 eyewitness news thanks chris small 
businesses located near the collapse site are starting to feel the effects of the disaster brad satin went to talk 
to business owners who were frustrated and brad that's only going to get worse john you are right some are 
very worried tonight small businesses just don't have the leeway that larger ones do 
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the leeway that larger ones do every dollar lost is a big deal and with a major thoroughfare now closed foot 
traffic could be cut down and many are bracing for a ripple effect maria vincent and her husband took over 
the ups store six years ago and business has been good at least until last month when construction on 35w 
began we're down about you know about seven to ten percent but now that's just the beginning of maria's 
headaches her store at the quarry shopping center is just north of the bridge collapse and 35 w now of 
course is closed i think this will be some business loss i need to wait and see and get a feel of what's going 
to be happening and because a huge part of her business is serving other businesses she's gearing up for a 
ripple effect these guys are mailing out some golf clubs they work at a golf shop nearby which itself has seen 
a huge drop in business since the collapse yesterday we were probably down you know 25 to 30 percent and 
less business for them will mean less business for maria it has business leaders asking consumers to help 
out somehow as a community we need to think more about those and maybe push a little bit more of our 
business to those over the next couple years maybe go a little bit out of our way to help support them 
because in the law now coming up tonight at six we'll take a look at how some major companies in the twin 
cities are trying to do their share we'll also be telling you about some free rides that metro transit will be 
offering starting next week cindy all right brett one of the most dramatic scenes that we've been showing you 
the semi that caught on fire during the collapse it didn't ignite immediately however after the bridge collapsed 
we wanted to know why we went to an arson investigator at the collapse scene and he believes that the 
debris shattered the fuel tank which then spilled onto the truck's engine but it just took some time for the heat 
to cause the ignition of the flames fire crews then had trouble putting the blaze out because the semi landed 
at such a sharp angle right now we want to take you back in time some 40 years to see the 35 w bridge as it 
was under construction in 1967 this is film from that date showing the top side of the bridge and a 
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showing the top side of the bridge and a look at the supports as they are being put into place now let's fast 
forward here today a person taking kayaking photos in the water in july just a few weeks ago they were 
floating directly under the bridge this gives you a close-up look at the supports beneath the highway john 
here a couple of photos taken right next to the bridge after the collapse here you see one of the vehicles still 
on fire and in this shot there's a view of the collapsed section of the bridge near the side with the cars still 
sitting on it the drivers were lucky this section that they were on didn't land in the water and we want to give 
you a live look now at the bridge collapse from chopper 5. this is as it stands today on friday some 48 hours 
later ahead at five with more news we're going to get some perspective from bob mcnainey who's been flying 
above the collapse scene for the last two days and we'll have a closer look at the images captured by mndot 
cameras in the moments before and after the collapse and what we might learn from that we'll be right back 
[Music] live picture from chopper 5 over the scene of the bridge collapse bob mcnainy is aboard chopper5 
once again today and bob a couple of observations you made about the water level which is down and now 
that is exposing vehicles you haven't seen before yeah it is john as we push in at the bottom of the center 
part of your screen is where the divers are right now we've been hearing a lot about the operation effort that's 
going on right now and you can see it as it's happening a couple of divers in the water at a time generally 
speaking one essentially is in looking and two are in the water with the divers as well kind of an escort kind of 
a safety feature as we pan over as you just saw one of the divers come up as you see the the water level is 
down a couple of feet that car on the on the right right there we couldn't see that at all yesterday and now 
you can see about a third of the car as we continue to push down the debris you also see another vehicle 
that you really couldn't see yesterday but you can see today and then that red one and the silver one those 
were about halfway submerged yesterday but they are clearly in the picture uh today one other interesting 
note in terms of the geography if you will of this the divers are going right up to that point 
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divers are going right up to that point they are on a rope they're being taken to that point where those cars 
are but they're not being allowed to slide underneath the debris debris on the bridge as well it's still far too 
dangerous john and cindy all right thanks very much for that look there now as the bridge collapsed mndot 
had its traffic cameras rolling and we have obtained that video let's go to christy peel live in the newsroom to 
take a look at these pictures christy well cindy what's amazing about the video is that you really get a sense 
of how just one car length ended up making all the difference you're looking at the last seconds before a 
disaster this is the view of 35w from washington avenue the traffic on the left side of the screen is headed 
towards the bridge by our count this is the dividing line between cars that were on the bridge when it 
collapsed and those that stopped short the line between victim and witness the first indication of a problem 
traffic stops the mndot operator turns the camera looking for the cause of the backup and sees this a cloud of 
dust obscuring the north side of the bridge as drivers start getting out of their cars and getting away from the 
edge this is the view from mndot's camera on university avenue looking south the dust cloud is much thicker 
over here but you can make out survivors walking on the left side of the screen and construction workers 
reacting on the right getting a closer look at the empty space where the bridge once stood traffic would 
usually be much heavier on the bridge but when it collapsed two lanes were restricted and closed down for 
construction reporting live christy peale 5 eyewitness news another view all right christy thanks an interfaith 
prayer service will be held this sunday for the bridge collapse victims the public is encouraged to attend the 
event it happens at seven o'clock on sunday night it's happening at saint mark's episcopal cathedral on the 
500 block of oak grove street in minneapolis you know as expected perhaps they anticipated there was a 
little bit more traffic problems today here's a look at highway 280 in st 
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today here's a look at highway 280 in st paul which is now the main detour route to get around the bridge 
collapse site crews have put up barriers at county road b broadway walnut and roselawn to keep traffic from 
getting on and off the highway at those intersections twins games go on to schedule this weekend a moment 
of silence will be held before the games to remember the people affected by the victims of the bridge 
collapse twins are urging fans to carpool or take public transportation to the twins games with the indians 


traffic expected to be a little more congested first of all because of 35 w not being an option to get in but also 
because they're expecting pretty big crowds at the dome for this weekend series just trying to get back to 
normal here how about the uptown art fair going on is scheduled through sunday your best bet is to get lake 
and hennepin areas to come in from the west metro on 394 or highway 100. well before the catastrophic 
event on wednesday a lot of the talk up here and in homes and in yards all over the metro where's the rain 
well we're about to get some are we we are about to get some rain it's already falling in the eastern dakotas 
and if it holds together it could be abundant rain for parts of the metro even something we haven't talked 
about in quite some time even a slight risk of severe storms now yes that could hamper the recovery efforts 
going on there at the bridge but it could certainly help us if we get rain without too much disturbance in the 
way of severe weather this is for tomorrow you'll notice twin cities points south and west the best risk and as 
for what's going on outside right now sky max 5 showing that it's all dry we've just got filtered sunshine with 
high clouds on the increase here in the metro however pretty good cluster of storms pulling out of northern 
north dakota and also near the sioux falls area that's starting to filter into western most parts of our state so 
minnesota likely to start to see some sprinkles working their way in through places like pipestone and 
montevideo and eventually through the overnight continuing to press eastward so cross your fingers we 
could have some of that much needed moisture first time in a long time to stay widespread through much of 
the state temperatures today holding in the 80s we're at 86 in st paul 86 as well for andover in plymouth 
currently at 88 degrees 
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currently at 88 degrees the airport temperature made it up to a high of 88 which dropped back two degrees 
with calm winds and a very comfortable dew point out there has been a lovely day temperatures across the 
entire region 75 the cool spot in grand marais running 82 currently in saint cloud and 86 in eau claire 
wisconsin here's the way things are shaping up we've got high pressure keeping us dry for now notice a big 
swath of rainfall that's what we were showing you on skymax and watch as it continues to press eastward 
and could be in the metro through the day tomorrow here's a little bit of a different perspective in our rain cast 
notice that as we watch time move on overnight tonight there could be some heavier bands of rainfall setting 
up so tomorrow morning one batch of heavy rain and the potential of seeing some scattered showers turn to 
another batch of heavier rain by the time we reach near midnight tomorrow night after which point it looks like 
we're going to dry out for the second half of the weekend so a 50-50 weekend first half wet second half dry 
overnight tonight down to 66 increasing clouds that threat of rain as well and speaking of threat of rain 
tomorrow one of the best chances we've seen in quite some time i get the feeling that the heaviest rainfall 
totals might be south of the metro that said rain cooled air keeping us only in the 70s for high temperatures 
the best possibility of severe weather probably southwestern minnesota as we advance through the seven 
day planter you'll notice that's not our only shot of drought relief we do continue with severe drought for much 
of the area monday into tuesday more scattered showers are possible wednesday just an isolated storm 
before we talk hot and dry for thursday and friday just to be sure the 79 on saturday is the high not the lower 
that is the high that's interesting for a while thanks chicago be right back welcome to world news tonight 
more on the disaster on the river the number of missing is reduced recovery workers face tough conditions 
and officials question the safety of 70 000 deficient bridges across america troubled homes the stock market 
stumbles 
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troubled homes the stock market stumbles again today exposing fault lines in the nation's housing market 
the long haul iraq's prime minister changes his stance on u.s troop presence he now wants them to stay as 
long as it takes an abc news exclusive and our persons of the week the couple that went from living their 
lives to saving lives in a moment of need from abc news headquarters this is world news with charles gibson 
good evening the recovery of bodies in minnesota is going slowly but there may not be as many bodies to 
find as first feared officials today sharply lowered the number of people that are reported is missing if the 
death toll turns out to be as low as it now looks well some people are beginning to use the word miracle 
abc's dan harris joins us tonight from the scene of wednesday's bridge collapse dan charlie good evening 


tonight officials are confirming five dead and while they will not confirm a specific number of missing they do 
say their list is significantly reduced because they've been able to track many of those people down in fact 
one woman on the list showed up safe at work as the divers resumed their search today the chief of the fire 
department said officials no longer think they will find dozens of bodies we're extremely fortunate in this 
incident it was a huge disaster a lot of people involved and it looks like a lot of them survived there were 
several people that made that fall got out of their car and walked away amazing amazing miracle actually 
nonetheless the underwater search continues and it is tough and treacherous today the people in charge 
said it's almost impossible to see anything in the murky mississippi you are flying blind we are it's all braille 
diving as we call it it's zero visibility diving it's all by feel you're pretty much bumping into whatever you're 
looking at the search is also hindered by strong 
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the search is also hindered by strong currents that could hurl divers into the debris the slow pace of this 
search is wrenching for the people awaiting word on loved ones they're filled with grief and concern and 
anxiety and for those who don't know what has happened to their loved one it's very very difficult and very 
unnerving and painful for them for all the talk of the structural problems with the i-35 bridge it may have 
actually been the design of the bridge that prevented more people from dying many bridges have steel 
support beams above the steel support on the i-35 bridge was under the road so it did not come down and 
crush the vehicles the cars pretty much fell down with the deck and all the steel was under him tonight we 
are learning more about the people who died patrick holmes a former college baseball star who married his 
high school sweetheart and coached his son's little league team artemio trinidad maina a vegetable 
salesman who leaves behind a wife and a two-month-old daughter sheri lou engebretson who worked at a 
financial services company and loved watching her two daughters practice dance and julia blackhawk who is 
studying for her dream job as a cosmetologist and leaves behind two young sons along the mississippi today 
the dead were honored with flowers it was very very painful and even though i didn't know anyone i still felt 
very sad so i just felt i needed to come here before officials can say with any certainty how many bodies they 
really have under the water they're to have to remove tons and tons of concrete and steel in order to do that 
we're told tonight they're going to be moving in huge cranes and placing them on barges in the river all of 
that charlie they say is going to take time dan harris reporting again tonight from minneapolis well late this 
afternoon in that city investigators said they've taken a step forward in their search for answers as to why the 
bridge came down they're now focusing on a specific area 


00:24:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=EGd9-5-byzQ&t=1441s 





they're now focusing on a specific area of the bridge abc's lisa stark also joins us tonight from minneapolis 
lisa well charlie investigators with the national transportation safety board say they still are not ruling anything 
out as to what happened here at this collapse of the bridge but they do say they may have a first clue in 
examining the wreckage of the 35 west bridge investigators have noticed the southern section of the bridge 
behaved differently in the collapse the rest of the bridge collapsed in place while this seemed to shift 
approximately 50 feet to the east both decking and some of the superstructure investigators say they don't 
know yet if that means the failure started on the southern end or began on the north and that shifted the 
weight to the south as engineers point out the bridge built in the 1960s has no backup safety system if one 
component of it fails the whole bridge will fail and that is what happened new questions are being raised 
tonight about whether the state failed to act aggressively enough to fix potential problems with the bridge a 
2006 engineering report requested by state officials identified 52 areas of the bridge where a fracture would 
be very alarming including some hard to inspect areas the recommendation to place steel plates on those 
critical areas but state officials wanted other options and decided to go with closer inspections of the areas 
instead today state officials defended that decision on the bridge we just had collapse my daughter drives 
that twice a day if you really believe that any of us would compromise the safety of the motoring public you're 
in the wrong place because we would not also today the state of minnesota taking no chances began 


inspecting other bridges of a similar design to the one that collapsed doing so even before the federal 
government ordered inspections like these nationwide and tonight the ntsb also says it has new video of the 
bridge collapse which may prove helpful 
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collapse which may prove helpful and starting on monday investigators will use very sophisticated computer 
modeling to try to determine just how the bridge came down charlie lisa stark also in minneapolis tonight and 
minnesota's governor said today he's reversing his position and will consider a new state tax on gasoline to 
raise money for the state's roads and bridges and later in this broadcast we'll take a closer look at the 
bridges across america that carry more people than 35 w and are in worse shape now to wall street where 
the gains of the past couple of days were more than wiped out by a dramatic late day sell-off just before the 
final bell the dow jones average seemed in free fall ending the day down more than 280 points while the 
nasdaq lost almost 65. investors are worried that lenders are making it much tougher to get credit impacting 
millions of people hoping to get a mortgage betsy stark joins us tonight betsy charlie today one of the biggest 
mortgage lenders in the country basically shut its doors it's the latest casualty of the mortgage mess and 
analysts say anyone associated with it especially with the subprime market is going to pay the price this isn't 
the first time linda nikolai has been bitten by the mess in the mortgage market six months ago when she was 
trying to sell her house in phoenix nervous lenders took months to approve her buyer what i was hearing was 
that the banks weren't giving subprime lenders loans and they were double and triple checking now she's 
trying to sell another house and she's having a hard time finding a buyer at all i don't know maybe we won't 
sell this year linda's broker says lenders have raised the bar on who can qualify for a loan the lenders are 
really scrutinizing the buyer's loan application and verifying all their income and checking their credit the days 
of no money down and instant approval are over lenders now want five or 10 percent down payments 
documentation of income and a high credit rating before they'll 
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and a high credit rating before they'll make a loan literally anybody could fog a mirror had a driver's license 
could get a mortgage and the pendulum swinging pretty far the other way as mortgage delinquencies and 
foreclosures rise panicked lenders are clapping down even home buyers with excellent credit are getting 
pinched in just the last week a 30-year fixed-rate mortgage at wells fargo jumped more than a point from 6.8 
to 8 percent on homes over 417 thousand dollars whether you're good credit or bad credit what you're likely 
to see is a higher cost of obtaining a mortgage and here's another sobering thought nearly 3 million 
adjustable rate mortgages worth more than 600 billion dollars are scheduled to reset this year and next more 
than half of them are sub-prime mortgages which likely means more painful fallout to come charlie betsy 
stark reporting thanks at the white house today president bush signed a bill designed to toughen the 
domestic fight against terrorism by putting more 911 commission recommendations into action the new law 
shifts more federal money to cities believed to be at higher risk including new york and washington it also 
increases screening of cargo on passenger planes and container ships an abc news washington post poll of 
iowa to be released this weekend has some unsettling news for the republican presidential candidates the 
iowa caucuses of course are the first major tests in the presidential race our poll found that only 19 percent 
of likely republican caucus goers are very satisfied with the republican candidates but 53 percent of 
democratic caucus voters are very satisfied with their party's candidates so we're joined by our chief 
washington correspondent george stephanopoulos george i know on sunday morning you have the first iowa 
debate of all the republican candidates and i wonder how conscious they are of the fact that the iowa caucus 
goers say they're not very satisfied with this field 
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field oh it's at the top of their minds charlie no question about it and this enthusiasm gap is playing out in a lot 
of ways republican voters here are much less likely to be going to campaign events following the campaign 
getting in touch with the campaigns and what the republicans here this weekend hope is that the debate and 


that straw poll next week start to turn things around for the republicans but what's what's behind the 
dissatisfaction is it is it the unpopularity of president bush or is it unpopularity of this field of candidates 
themselves i think it's both charlie i think no question that president bush is low standing has depressed and 
demoralized republicans but you also have a sense among republican caucus voters here and across the 
country primary voters that none of the front runners mitt romney rudy giuliani john mccain have been 
consistently conservative enough and that's why you see some of the second tier candidates starting to 
attack and while there's some enthusiasm for a candidate not yet in the race former senator fred thompson 
all right george stephanopoulos who is out in iowa tonight and george will be hosting that debate of the 
republican candidate sunday morning it will come on a special edition of this week the ford motor company 
announced a huge recall late today involving 3.6 million vehicles the problem is a cruise control switch that 
can cause a fire the recall involves more than a dozen different models of cars trucks and suvs manufactured 
between 1992 and 2004. still ahead on this broadcast a major shift by iraq's prime minister his new view on 
how long must u.s troops remain it's an abc news exclusive many big bridges in worse shape than the one 
that collapsed how great is the risk we'll take a closer look and amid the disaster a husband and wife who 
thought of the victims first and they are our persons of the week we have a closer look at urgent safety 
issues being raised involving some of america's busiest bridges 
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america's busiest bridges the i-35 west bridge collapse carried more volume that bridge carried more volume 
than any other bridge in minnesota federal figures show at least 10 other bridges in this country carry more 
people and are in worse shape than the one that collapsed wednesday here's abc's ned potter this is the san 
francisco oakland bay bridge in california one of the nation's landmarks engineers say it's in far worse shape 
and carries far more people than the one that collapsed in minneapolis in the parlance of the government's 
national bridge inventory parts of it have a daily commuter load of 277 000 vehicles that go over it and it has 
a sufficiency rating a quality grade of 32.1 percent anything under 50 percent is considered to need repairs 
but most of the bridges that concern engineers are more like this this is a highway overpass in patterson new 
jersey it doesn't even have a name but it's heavily trafficked and it's getting older so where to begin the 
federal highway administration says at least 75 thousand bridges are in their language structurally deficient 
and many private engineers say the numbers are really higher to fix any one bridge could cost hundreds of 
millions of dollars and take years the key issue is to prioritize to figure out which structures are in danger like 
the one in minneapolis and which can be fixed next year engineers have developed electronic sensors to 
measure the stresses on a bridge to determine how much it's vibrating and shifting they're more reliable than 
the inspections that many states are now rushing to do but they are expensive and engineers complain the 
money for highway maintenance is limited it's all about lack of investment a historic lack of investment that 
goes back several decades and it's all about political will the government today urged people not to worry 
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worry saying your chances of being in a collapse are tiny but they concede they have a lot of work to do to 
keep the roads in shape ned potter abc news new york and up next are persons of the week finally tonight 
our persons of the week in speaking with survivors and rescue workers in minneapolis yesterday we heard 
time and again how this disaster could have been so much worse part of the reason so many responded so 
quickly to help i heard this huge crashing rumbling noise as soon as it happened my thoughts were you know 
call my brother he told me the piece of 35 w just collapsed i thought no way i was just on that bridge 20 
minutes ago there's no way that it claps and so then nate immediately said we have to go help if we can and 
i thought what us you know what can we really do nate and christine lund actually did a lot so we grabbed 
our medical supplies stethoscopes and ran as fast as we could to the car nate is a fourth year dental student 
at the university of minnesota and his wife christine take a big breath for me is a nurse who works with 
respiratory patients you quickly understood the gravity of the situation twisted steel the cars flipped on fire 
the walking wounded in order to get to the injured the newlyweds had to drive run even take a boat across 
the mississippi but once there they went right to work i had my stethoscope so i initially just started going to 
listening to lungs and stuff because there were a lot of back injuries and rib injuries and it turns out nate had 


a lot of general medical education in dental school with the boy scouts i used to be a first aid instructor and 
we do know a lot of anatomy because common misconception maybe that dentists don't know anatomy but 
we had to take the same anatomy as the med students did what's there what could be ruptured 
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ruptured was there internal bleeding if so what's bleeding nate and christine worked fast to assess patients 
ease pain and then get them out of there the biggest thing is we had to get people out quickly because 
there's not much we can do on scene it's really dusty it's really hot and those people need to get out of there 
we called over some people good samaritans with pickup trucks and we started loading them in the back of 
pickup trucks as fast we could for the luns weather to rush to the scene was not even a question we have 
some medical skills but you know we're definitely not physicians or anything but we could be used just with 
the skills that we did have so don't ever think that you can't be of some use and just help out your neighbor 
because when you're in trouble they'll come help you and so we choose nate and christine london we 
choose them on behalf of all the first responders in minneapolis and saint paul who came to the rescue more 
evidence if any were needed that the worst of occurrences often brings out the best in people and that is 
world news for this friday i'm charlie gibson and i hope you've had a good week for all of us at abc news have 
a great [Music] weekend we're trying to make some sense of it all tonight as new pieces of information 
emerge in this bridge collapse investigation good evening everyone i'm cindy brocato here with john mason 
let me tell you what we know right now at this hour at least 96 people were injured 29 people still hospitalized 
investigators say several people are missing and they're no longer giving a specific number saying they just 
don't know five people are confirmed dead we learned late this afternoon paul eichstadt of mounds view was 
driving this truck the truck you see burning there for sara lee 
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burning there for sara lee his body was recovered last night the other victims include patrick holmes sherry 
angebretson artemio trinidad menia and julia blackhawk hello everyone the ntsb is now looking at the south 
side of the bridge that is a new development late this afternoon you can see here why a section of the bridge 
fell to the east it fell not straight down like the rest of the span however ntsb chairman mark rosenker will not 
commit that the collapse began on the south side a failure of the northern end could potentially transfer loads 
to the southern end where in fact the collapse could begin so once again i do not want you to jump to any 
conclusions that it's all at the southern end rosenker says investigations are counting on an advanced 
computer program to create different collapse scenarios that will help them pinpoint what really happened 
dive teams are having more success today searching for cars in the river the water level has been lowered 
allowing divers to search cars upstream from where the bridge collapsed something they had not been able 
to do glen barber live along the river with what divers have found so far glenn well john about 20 divers from 
ramsey anoka and henneman counties were working in shifts today focusing just on the upstream side of 
that collapsed site and although the water levels were lower today and that is helping there are still two main 
factors here in the mississippi that are slowing the recovery effort first debris in the water and second the 
lack of visibility underwater search crews have identified target areas using sonar equipment cars and debris 
in the river that divers are searching for bodies and when you look into the river it's like looking into nestle's 
quick i mean it's that murky and that dark you just can't see anything and with the big pieces of concrete and 
steel all twisted all over the place in there it's very hard you can't see anything 
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it's very hard you can't see anything the diver's pretty much is a braille method as we call it you're feeling 
through the muck to try to find it so far a dozen cars found submerged and cleared no more bodies were 
recovered today we are going to go under the assumption that there are people in the water still divers are 
searching on either side of the collapsed bridge but not under it it's just too dangerous for their own safety 
the divers are linked to the water surface and moving only a foot at a time we're reviewing all of the needs 
that are going to arise out of this tragedy this horrific tragedy governor tim pawlenty was briefed on the 


recovery mission friday morning and again promised an independent investigation of the collapse in the 
meantime the recovery mission continues with no end in sight this is a tragedy and it was pure luck by which 
people either survived or perished now coming up in less than an hour the sheriff is supposed to update us 
right here on today's recovery mission and let us know whether the divers have found anything significant 
over the last couple of hours we'll of course have that new information for you as it becomes available for 
now i'm glenn barber reporting live in minneapolis eyewitness news you know the statistics in this story have 
been difficult to keep up with we want to give you the latest breakdown as we've learned it today the 
minneapolis police chief tells that there are 30 vehicles in the water that can be seen with the naked eye 
recovery crews confirm there are 15 more in the water you can't see and there could be up to 60 cars in all 
now police have arrived at that number because the traffic flow on the bridge has been finally calculated let's 
take a look we can see it here there were two lanes closed for construction which left four lanes open police 
did the math and that's how they came up with the estimate of 60 cars now the number of possible dead and 
missing also believed to be dropping one reason why for that the hennepin county sheriff tells us that they're 
tracking down the license plates on the car on the bridge and in the water and they're finding that many of 
the drivers of those vehicles survived tonight the sheriff says he will no longer give exact figures of the 
missing john a pregnant woman and her two-year-old 
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a pregnant woman and her two-year-old daughter are among the missing tonight 23 year old sadia sahal and 
her daughter hannah were together wednesday night when she never showed up to pick up a friend her 
family is struggling with the unknown right now the sahals are just two of several people dive teams are 
looking for tonight here is a live shot of the search area from chopper 5. greg jolstad also missing he was 
working on the bridge when it collapsed joe mason tonight talked to his wife cindy many people were 
traveling home from work when the bridge collapsed but one missing man called that bridge his workplace 
it's just about killing me because i just want to Know you know i just want to know lisa jolstad's husband greg 
was working on the bridge when it collapsed he was on that center portion of the bridge on the edge near the 
railing running the skidster and workers saw the skidster go over the railing and in the water lisa and greg 
have been married for 12 years they have three kids lisa says it was a marriage made in heaven he was a 
nice peaceful man and we just kind of complimented each other because i'm a you know hot-headed italian 
he's a quiet norwegian and you know he's my fracked my frick and it's amazing she still can laugh 
sometimes you can learn a lot about a person by their nickname greg's was jolly our prayers and thoughts 
are with the family tonight john and cindy joe thanks improvements are being made to make it easier to get 
around the bridge collapse area mndot crews were on highway 280 this morning they were taking down a 
traffic light there also installing better barriers at intersections that have been closed off because highway 
280 is now a freeway meaning access to county road b broadway walnut or roselawn avenue is shut down 
local businesses are trying to do their part to ease the traffic 
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to do their part to ease the traffic after the collapse brad sat live with how some are even rewarding 
employees for leaving their car at home brad that's right john that's what they're doing business leaders 
meeting with the mayor and metro transit today trying to find ways to work together and they are already 
putting some of those strategies in place there are a lot of things that we're going to need to do the mayor 
calling it a team effort and already metro transit and big business are promising to pitch in hoping to get their 
employees to do their share some companies already announcing programs to avoid scenes like these xcel 
energy offering its 2 thousand minneapolis employees a 50 a month subsidy to ride metro transit to work also 
allowing for flex time to get people to work during non-rush hour hours we're issuing a challenge to our 
employees to try and get 20 percent of those to take mass transit for the next couple years best buy offering 
employees fully subsidized bus passes carpooling options flexible work schedules and will be shipping 
products outside of the rush hour it's a challenge for all of us to think creatively about this and macy's 
challenging employees to carpool and use public transit revising delivery times and offering flexible work 
schedules metro transit in its biggest push yet will give free rides from 12 park and ride locations all next 


week when people try transit once we're very likely to keep them coming back finding a way to avoid being 
boxed in traffic is now requiring all of us to think out of the box now some companies are even setting up 
transportation fairs where employees can come to get information on public transit and metro transit now 
looking at several sites to add some park and ride locations in the coming months as one official put it today 
we need to change the way we move around live in the newsroom brad satin five eyewitness news the 
lieutenant governor also the commissioner of the department of transportation is defending her department 
tonight after mndot admits it didn't follow a recommendation from a consultant to reinforce the 35 w bridge 
with steel plates and carol mulnow fired back at her critics 
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mulnow fired back at her critics priority we will never compromise safety on the bridge we just had collapse 
my daughter drives that twice a day if you really believe that any of us would compromise the safety of the 
motoring public you're in the wrong place because we would not i would tell you i would not mndot said it 
chose not to add steel plates to the reinforcement of the 35w bridge although that was recommended one of 
the recommendations last year by a consultant instead the department says it chose to make minor repairs 
and increase inspections john one of the indelible images of this bridge collapsed the cars teetering 
dangerously to the close to the edge on the collapsed bridge these drivers somehow were able to stop their 
cars some of them even on a severe down slope one of the victims who is in a wheelchair was able to stop 
but he was not out of harm's way colleen matheny live with the story colleen this man so close to the edge 
yet he survives but this is a man who has actually beaten death before marcelo cruz polishes and repairs 
jewelry surrounded by signs of faith he needed it wednesday when the 35w bridge started rolling beneath 
him yeah the first you know i thought it was like an airway seconds later the bridge crumbled in front of his 
blue van he could hear other drivers screaming the moment i thought i was going to die you know because i i 
saw all the cars going down those cars that were in front of me because my car was the last one he plowed 
into the wall just to stop more you just try to do something to save your life but cruz couldn't run from the 
scene he is paralyzed from the waist down it's a different kind of light you know two men helped him out of 
the van rushing him to safety it is the second time the 26 year old survived death he was shot twice in the 
arm and once in the spine during a street fight in north carolina 
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during a street fight in north carolina that crime put him in the wheelchair seven years ago the first i was 
complaining i was complaining i said god you should let me die you know i don't want to stay like this but 
time and faith in god helped heal cruz he was ready to die wednesday but says god has a plan for him he 
thinks his mission is to help people celebrate life he has certainly done that tonight reporting live from 
minneapolis colleen mahini 5 eyewitness news a big political announcement today in the wake of this 
collapse the governor says he is willing to consider a state gas tax increase the governor says he will sign a 
bill with the gas tax as long as lawmakers accept some of his ideas for funding roads and bridges lawmakers 
are on standby now for a special session after labor day now minnesota congressman jim overstar 
continuing to push for aid in washington d.c to help rebuild the bridge the house the u.s house voting to 
approve a bill providing minnesota with 250 million dollars a similar bill expected to pass in the senate 
oberstar has suggested even more money may be necessary for the project john the collapse is raising 
concerns about the safety of other bridges in minnesota and coming up what investigators are finding as they 
take a hard look at several other bridges also ahead the twins take the field for the first time since the bridge 
collapsed and we'll tell you how the team plans on honoring the victims and i'm meteorologist chicago 
windler there's rain on the way but will that hamper efforts down at the bridge i'll let you know what to expect 
[Music] a live look at the bridge collapse scene from chopper 5 right now dive crews continue to search they 
will search until sundown tonight we're told we learned that investigators are not saying exactly how many 
people are missing they don't want to pinpoint that number what they are saying as of late today they're 
looking for several people saying a specific number would be misleading bridges all over the nation getting a 
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bridges all over the nation getting a closer look the u.s transportation says transportation secretary ordering 
immediate inspections of all bridges in the nation with the same trust system and today we learned in 
minnesota there's a fourth bridge that is going to be added to the must look at list at the first street south 
bridge and sauk rapids to the bridges in saint cloud sandstone and in osceola wisconsin allison treyarcy is 
here with what inspectors did today at a few of those locations ellie well cindy they're checking to make sure 
there aren't dangerous problems in those bridges that could result in another catastrophe inspections will 
take until early next week to complete one of many topics discussed in a heated question and answer 
session with the minnesota department of transportation engineers maneuvered toward the steel arches 
peering closely at the structure looking for and finding rust crumbling concrete this is the bridge near saint 
cloud on highway 23. and we will fund it whatever the cost hours later mndot pressed by reporters was 
emphatic cost doesn't interfere with bridge safety there are no budgetary constraints none at all either were 
there budgetary constraints on addressing safety issues with bridges or anywhere else on the system with 
the collapse of the 35w bridge mndot's inspection system is in question today over and over again were we 
providing maintenance and on that bridge the answer is yes on a regular basis as a matter of fact we were 
doing that right now and now engineers painstakingly inspect the other bridges of similar design in osceola 
wisconsin they looked at steel reliability of the bridge finding again more cracked concrete on a bridge that 
spans across the saint croix river as we're looking for any new corrosion anything that's moved anything 
that's cracked any so any changing condition engineers found several surface areas of decay but mndot 
says firmly these four bridges are safe if there was a bridge that we thought needed immediate replacement 
or was not fit for service we would close it 
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fit for service we would close it mndot tells us an independent firm is doing a forensic investigation on what 
caused the 35w bridge collapse independent engineers are also assisting mndot now in their future bridge 
inspections cindy john back to you all right thanks now we're getting many pictures and we continue to do so 
on the hour almost from from you who have taken pictures of the collapse in the aftermath let's show you this 
one sent to us from a viewer crossing the bridge shortly before the collapse and then this taken right 
afterwards gives us a close-up look at the rail car that was crushed by part of the bridge finally a look at 
another section of the bridge with stunned onlookers surveying the damage look ahead now to the weekend 
president bush will get a firsthand look at the damage tomorrow the first lady was already there at the scene 
today chris o'connell live with more on what she saw today and the impact this collapse could have on the 
republican national convention chris yes john first lady laura bush he was actually scheduled to be here 
anyway this trip was planned weeks ago she was supposed to be here for a year-long rally cry for next 
summer's republican national convention while those plans changed on wednesday night she was supposed 
to come to the twin cities for this week's meeting of the republican national committee instead first lady laura 
bush detoured her trip to visit the collapse site to see the devastation firsthand and to thank volunteers and 
first responders well there were other weren't there cars right on the edges that i think i've seen those so you 
all have already pulled those off yes in minneapolis republican leaders this weekend are putting plans in 
place for next summer's republican national convention where crowd estimates have topped a hundred 
thousand people well we're in the very early planning stages so i think what they're looking for is they're 
looking for hotel space they're looking for what kinds of investments can we make into the region but will the 
loss of the area's most heavily traveled bridge affect logistics for the biggest 
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affect logistics for the biggest political event in twin cities history the folks that made the commitment to the 
city to the twin cities their commitment is firm and they're going to stay here if nothing else this makes that 
commitment even more iron clad they're committed to the to the convention into the people here in this 
region but for today mrs bush says the convention and politics are taking a back seat to compassion being 
such role models for all americans appreciate it god bless you all now crews will also get a visit tomorrow 
morning by president bush he's scheduled here tomorrow morning he will go on a helicopter tour with 
governor pawlenty and we are told we should hear remarks by president bush late tomorrow morning live in 


minneapolis chris o'connell 5 eyewitness news words of comfort from the first lady we've talked a lot about 
holding on to things like that about holding on to faith during an event like this churches are helping us to do 
so and interfaith praise faith service will be held sunday night at saint mark's cathedral in downtown 
minneapolis it starts at 7. it's open to all and will include a collection for relief efforts for the family looks like it 
might be a different kind of weekend in that we might actually get some rain yeah this is a word that we don't 
use very often here in minnesota at least we haven't this summer it does appear there's a good chance of 
rain moving into some parts of the state tonight and then into tomorrow so with that said here's a look at your 
weekend preview the other thing we haven't seen much of is highs in the 70s well tomorrow if we get the 
clouds if we get the showers and the storms we could see a high of just 79 degrees meanwhile the average 
high is up in the low 80's as for sunday looks like the second half of the weekend will be drying out and 
warming up up to 86 degrees so where's that rain coming from we show you first sky max 5. and as you'll 
notice twin city is still dry in fact it's sunny with some filtered high clouds at about 25 000 feet it's been a 
beautiful day with low humidity and lots of sunshine but off to the west you'll notice in eastern north dakota 
some storms developing and a really large cluster of storms 
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and a really large cluster of storms that's in eastern south dakota now at this point it appears that there are a 
couple of sprinkles that are already forming in southwest minnesota likely those sprinkles probably not 
making it to the metro at this point but if any of the larger complex of storms holds together and pushes 
eastward we could get some rain perhaps overnight tonight and then an additional chance as an area of low 
pressure gets a little closer to us by the time we reach tomorrow so couple of chances of rain we'll see how 
we do with that temperatures today on weather bugs showing in the 80s for the most part 82 in new 
richmond 83 in ellsworth glencoe right now at 81 and 85 degrees in crystal that just so happens to also be 
the reading coming in at the airport after a high of 88 degrees we have fallen to 85 officially at the airport 
winds have been calm for much of the day now they're turning northwest about six miles per hour really 
comfortable humidity levels for today across the entire state and on into wisconsin we go duluth 79 eau claire 
85 81 currently in bemidji here's a look at what we can expect high pressure for now protecting us from the 
rain we could use it much-needed rain showers look like they're going to be heading in from west to east 
through the next 24 hours hard to pinpoint exactly how much and exactly where except to say that there is a 
good chance finally of getting some rain also a slight chance there could be some severe storms so here's 
rain cast to give you a picture of what may develop through the overnight is some heavier rain showers 
around 10 in the morning tomorrow perhaps into the metro and then those showers and storms will continue 
to percolate to the east perhaps bringing a secondary round late in the overnight hours tomorrow night 
temperature overnight speaking of for tonight 66 degrees then for your day on saturday 79 with showers and 
storms perhaps the heaviest staying to the south but even the metro getting some much-needed moisture 
seven-day planner shows that we'll have a break on sunday before more scattered showers and storms 
develop from monday into tuesday perhaps an isolated storm on wednesday and for now looks like the 
hottest most humid days of the upcoming seven will hold off until thursday into friday 
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will hold off until thursday into friday and the point is they're still upcoming yes it's not over yet nope right 
thanks chicago still ahead friends and family of the missing gather they are waiting for word on their loved 
ones and they say the game must go on the twins take the field tonight they'll honor the victims of this week's 
tragedy details this isn't going to be your ordinary twins game tonight no and you know they want to make 
sure they're doing the right thing so they've contacted the proper people and the game is going on and after 
postponing yesterday's game as well as the groundbreaking ceremony for their new ballpark the twin series 
against the cleveland indians will go on but fans will see some noticeable changes starting tonight not only 
will there be a moment of silence for families affected by the 35w bridge collapse the twins are also unveiling 
a 35 w sign behind home plate which will remain there for the rest of the season the twins will also have the 
35w signs on the back of their batting helmets a way to remember those who are suffering from the tragedy 
thankful um you know that i haven't heard from you know any close family members that you know they're 


involved in it but your heart goes out to the families at work you know to be able to come out here and 
hopefully provide some type of entertainment for two and a half three hours for these fans to kind of you 
know get their minds off of what happened just even if it's a little bit just put their minds at ease and watch us 
play for a little bit we can take our minds off you know everything that's happened around here and all the 
tragedy and play a little baseball put some smiles on some people's faces and the twins want to remind you 
to take that detour on 280 or public transportation is the best way twins are good guys yes they are yeah and 
go back to a little american tradition right we're gonna be working to bring you more news straight ahead 
we'll have more on the bridge collapse plus a check of the day's other top headlines we'll tell you about the 
verdict in the trial of a man accused of shooting a teenager over a basketball jersey and a look from above 
we'll check in again on the recovery effort from chopper 5. 
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from chopper 5. [Music] this is 5 eyewitness news at 6 30. from the ntsb investigation to questions about 
mndot and the recovery mission in the rubble of the 35w bridge pieces of the story continue to come together 
tonight that's a live look at the 35w area and we are now knowing more and more this is a story that will 
unfold for months and years well this evening we have learned the name of the fifth person who died in the 
collapse fifty-one-year-old paul eichstad was found in a truck we have reported earlier the other victims sixty- 
year-old sherry egnerbretson of shoreview 29 year old artemio trinidad mania of minneapolis 36 year old 
patrick holmes of mounds view 32 year old julia blackhawk of savage in all at least 96 people were injured in 
the bridge collapsed 29 of them still in the hospital five of them in critical condition some family and friends 
are still waiting to hear from loved ones tonight there are several people missing joe mason talked with a few 
people who are hoping for any news and he's live with the story joe john as the days and hours go by hope is 
fading families just want their loved ones found and each one does have a very special story take a look at 
the calendar right there august 1st greek dance class 6 30. christina sicorifis was on her way to teach 
children that class here at st mary's greek orthodox church in minneapolis she called her friend and said she 
was running a little late was stuck on the bridge in traffic and that was about 10 minutes before it fell so we 
haven't heard from her since then so we're really worried kat stins says the waiting and the wondering about 
her friend christina has been in a word surreal you're always one of those people who says you know my 
thoughts and prayers are with you and and to actually be on the receiving end of that you can't imagine just 
about killing me because i just want to know you know i just want to know 
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know lisa jolstad's husband greg was working on the bridge when it collapsed he was on that center portion 
of the bridge on the edge near the railing running the skidster and workers saw the skidster go over the 
railing and in the water i love him so much i loved him so much and i just i just wanna i just want them found 
lisa says she worried about greg working on that bridge that he may get hurt break a leg or even worse yet 
get hit by a car but she says she could have never imagined something like this none of us could john and 
cindy back to you thanks joe now search crews are working right now to bring answers to families who still 
don't know what happened to their loved ones glenn barber live with more on today's efforts and city at last 
report the hennepin county sheriff telling us today that about a dozen cars were found submerged but divers 
have not recovered any more bodies the dive teams telling us that they moved from this side to up river of 
the bridge collapse about 20 divers from hennepin anoka and ramsey counties were in the water for more 
than eight hours today side scans sonar helping crews to identify target areas although the army corps of 
engineers helped to lower water levels over the last 24 hours now two to 12 feet deep in the search area 
divers are still dealing with the river's currents and just about zero visibility under water divers are literally 
feeling their way around a foot at a time crews working around the bridge collapse but not under it because 
it's too dangerous a number of vehicles have been identified by license plates and checked for victims it's a 
tedious process that could go on for days we're not going to stop until we can clear off everything we can 
safely do with experienced death investigators we stand by ready to respond to the river's edge as soon as 
we are made aware that additional human remains or bodies have been recovered it's a terrible mess quite 
honestly we don't know how many cars were up on the bridge when it collapsed we don't 
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the bridge when it collapsed we don't know how many victims were in the vehicles themselves there's a lot of 
questions that we just don't know the answers to we're working and the sheriff is expected to update us on 
today's recovery effort in less than half an hour we'll have that new information for you later on tonight 
reporting live in minneapolis i'm glen barber five eyewitness news all right glenn as for the cause of the 
collapse we learned from the ntsb they are making some progress and we learned where they're focusing 
their investigation at least for right now they're focusing on the south end of the bridge beth jett is here to tell 
us why beth yeah john ntsb investigators say the southern end of the bridge acted differently from the rest of 
the bridge during the collapse meaning that it shifted to the east while the rest of the bridge just collapsed 
straight down as debris from the bridge lay in the mississippi river investigators say the way it got there might 
be key in determining what happened specifically concerning the southern end of the bridge it appears that it 
is shifted approximately 50 feet to the east the rest of the bridge appears to have collapsed in place 
investigators say they've been analyzing this video from the army corps of engineers and now have three 
more new pieces of video showing other angles of the collapse meanwhile they're looking forward to a 
special federal computer program they'll begin using monday to try to recreate the disaster based on what 
they've observed of the debris and the design plans of the bridge that is the computer program which in fact 
will enable us to actually take various parts of the bridge off various elements to see how the bridge would 
fail ntsb chairman mark rosenker says they have not ruled out other contributing factors such as the heavy 
traffic on the bridge or the construction work being done at the time but now they may have a starting point 
for answers this is a step forward and we will be making a very thorough examination of that southern end 
now investigators still are not ready to start removing the debris from the river 
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start removing the debris from the river as they're still trying to document just where everything is and they 
tell us that they're not going to have to reconstruct the entire bridge for the answers just specifically different 
portions from which they can get answers live in minneapolis beth jet 5 eyewitness news anna part of this 
ntsb focus will be on mndot did the state everything it could to prevent a tragedy like this from happening and 
did state transportation officials ignore the warning signs did they cut corners mark albert with more on a 
department on the defensive less than 48 hours after minnesota's busiest bridge crumbled into the 
mississippi the questions began about whether the state's transportation boss would resign i'm not going to 
answer what i resign i would think that the answer to that would be obvious parallel investigations will 
determine if mndot should have taken more steps to ensure the state's main north-south artery was safe as 
late as january of this year an outside consultant included a recommendation to add steel plates to reinforce 
the i-35w bridge instead mndot chose another option to increase inspections and spend a modest two and a 
half million dollars on minor repairs we will never compromise safety on the bridge we just had collapse my 
daughter drives that twice a day if you really believe that any of us would compromise the safety of the drive 
motoring public you're in the wrong place because we would not i would tell you i would not on friday 
inspections began on three bridges of similar design to the one that collapsed including this one spanning 
the mississippi on highway 23 near saint cloud a fourth bridge in sauk rapids on first street south will also get 
an emergency inspection it's the examination of mndot itself that will take considerably longer is it possible 
someone made a mistake in their career i will say that's possible will i it was there any malice or intention 
ever the answer to that is no in roseville mark albert five eyewitness news when the bridge collapsed 
chopper five 
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when the bridge collapsed chopper five brought you some of the first pictures of the devastation tonight we're 
back in the air monitoring the recovery mission bob naney with another report from above coming up and i'm 
meteorologist chicago windler of course recovery efforts continue rain might hamper that but it also could 
offer drought relief i've got your forecast but first other news to tell you about tonight a jury reaches a verdict 
in the trial of a teen accused of murdering another for his sports jersey [Music] chopper 5 has spent hours 


covering the area above the collapse we're starting to put that count together our bob mcnainey has been in 
the chopper for much of that time and he has more tonight from chopper 5. chopper 5 continues to give one 
of the best views of what's actually going on down at the river level we'll look straight down and the divers 
have been in the water pretty much all afternoon long it's right at the bottom of your screen they're going in in 
teams of three one essentially looking around the other two essentially an escort the divers are because of 
the currents tethered to the other crews on the boat by a rope as we push toward the debris field we're told 
that the divers are only going up to the edge of that debris field where those water covered cars are because 
they don't want to go underneath the structure itself it's still too dangerous the water levels themselves are 
down you can see the two cars on the left they were barely visible yesterday the one on the right the blue 
one was not visible at all yesterday but again the river level has been dropped about two feet as we pan over 
there is another vehicle that we thought we saw yesterday but it is there as well in plain sight today and as 
you pan across the bridge it is uh it is a striking image very very little almost nothing has moved or changed 
on that bridge itself since the disaster of wednesday in chopper 5 bob mcdaniel 5 eyewitness news president 
bush comes to the twin cities tomorrow he will tour the collapse site with governor pawlenty by helicopter not 
ours but today the first lady was here but police fire and all the citizens were out here 
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were out here laura bush was briefed by police on the latest on the recovery efforts and she also took time to 
meet with the first responders and with volunteers of the american red cross our country depends on 
volunteers in a time like this and she was very very grateful and a visit like that certainly buoys the emotions 
of folks who have been working around the clock and we're grateful for that now the first lady had actually 
scheduled this trip weeks ago as she was a speaker in town for the summer meetings of the republican 
national convention and she did that later and when after the president comes to the twin cities to see the 
damage for himself tomorrow that could clear the way for more federal money to replace the bridge the 
president's spokesman says president bush supports what he called necessary funding for the bridge 
replacement effort and stay with five eyewitness news tomorrow we will have live coverage of the president's 
visit to the 35 w bridge and washington minnesota lawmakers will try to make good on a promise with a bill 
setting aside 250 million dollars for the bridge replacement effort passing it before congress goes on its 
month-long summer break later on tonight the house transportation committee approved the money 
yesterday drivers around the metro will be continuing to deal with the cat traffic problems for the time being 
caused by the bridge collapse 35 w southbound open only to simpson boulevard traffic on 35 w northbound 
still being rerouted to 94 east into highway 280 which is operating as a freeway now with no stop lights but 
there is also no access now to county road b broadway walnut or roselawn avenues mayor minneapolis may 
arrive back teaming up with metro transit and business leaders they're hoping to reduce traffic headaches 
some companies like best buy xcel energy and macy's announced plans to offer incentives for employees 
who use public transit the mayor says getting through the next two years of bridge construction will take a 
team effort and you're here because we're going to need your help and we're going to need a lot of your help 
we can do this we can absolutely solve the challenges in front of us but we're going to need to work together 
metro transit will offer free rides next 
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metro transit will offer free rides next week from 12 park and ride locations and they're hoping to add more 
and this is the story of a road not taken a pair of co-workers karissa wyant and andy gannon were driving to 
a funeral on wednesday she took a shortcut avoiding the 35w bridge he did not putting him on the bridge at 
605. after the collapse gannon called his wife yeah i'm on the bridge they come out people are in the water 
people people are screaming people we need help and gannon hung up and then helped the children who 
are on the school bus that went down with the bridge and he and his co-worker you might say they had a 
happy reunion today good for them yes let's get the weather now let's talk about the drought yes the drought 
it persists it expands we hope for rain we need the rain will we get the rain let's cross our fingers there is rain 
in north dakota and south dakota and if it makes it into minnesota we will certainly appreciate it you'll notice 
i've extended this map all the way into wisconsin to give you a feel for the fact that drought conditions are not 


quite as severe into our adjacent areas from hudson points eastward to eau claire but severe drought does 
extend all the way through the south shore of lake superior so any rain will be much appreciated hopefully it 
won't interfere with those recovery efforts down at the bridge where's the rain now we check in on sky max 5 
and you'll see a really good dose of rain through eastern sections of south dakota in fact several inches have 
fallen near sioux falls some advisories coming out of there in addition strong storms just ahead of this system 
pulling through north dakota as well i'll advance things in motion you'll notice one thing which is this first 
batch of storms is not really making very much in the way of inroads into minnesota the second one bringing 
a couple of sprinkles parts of southwest minnesota but the bulk of the heaviest rain looks like it's going to arc 
and stay south and west of the twin cities that's not our only chance though 
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cities that's not our only chance though for tomorrow there will be additional chances so hopefully we will get 
some abundant rainfall checking in on temperatures weatherbug currently showing 86 in circle pines 83 
meanwhile for buffalo and off into wisconsin we go prescott coming in one of the warmer spots at 88 degrees 
meanwhile the temperature at the airport did top out at 88 and now we've dropped back just a little bit we're 
at 85 degrees you'll notice 77 in big fork 79 duluth and 76 currently in rochester so where do we go from here 
well watch as we've got the sunshine in place for now and here's that big cluster of storms it does appear it 
may arc and just miss the metro for this first round and then a new surge of rainfall likely to develop through 
the next 24 hours so watching the bulk of the rainfall as it heads eastward and possibly we get a piece of it 
tomorrow morning late morning another piece of it tomorrow late day so a couple of chances for finally at 
least some rain relief it's also possible that we could have enough instability for a slight risk of severe storms 
the best possibility would be for hail in southwestern minnesota a look at your rain cast by around 10 30 
tomorrow at least one set of information leading me to think that there could be some heavier rain in the 
metro another chance late tomorrow night so if we get the rain on saturday we're likely to be dry on sunday 
so that will be the best chance for the upcoming weekend tonight 66 degrees increasing clouds there could 
be some rain developing especially to the west then for tomorrow if we get the clouds and the rain then it 
looks like temperatures are going to hold at bay only to 79 degrees for a high we have spent more than 25 
hours on the air now talking about the bridge collapse but sometimes the pictures are all it takes tonight 
another view from still photos taken by a viewer here's tom houser the pictures are dramatic they show 
seldom seen images of cars upside down after being thrown from the bridge with police looking for victims 
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with police looking for victims scattered on the ground you see the bridge wreckage crushing train cars below 
you see a truck on fire near that now well-known school bus this picture was taken so early there are no 
rescue workers visible yet another picture illustrates the total failure of the bridge as a span of the bridge 
appears to be draped over a bridge support this photo shows more upside down cars on a pile of sand a 
white trailer wedged between the bridge and a retaining wall here part of the bridge looks like a launch pad 
with smoke rising in the distance elsewhere we see a dozen cars scattered on the bridge and firefighters 
spraying water from a ladder truck most of the pictures show heroic rescue efforts in the middle of a horrific 
scene but some pictures stand out because amidst the horror they look more like pieces of artwork [Music] 
that was tom hauser reporting we have many more pictures taken over the past few days on our website 
kstp.com more news on the way at 10 o'clock tonight our extensive coverage of the bridge collapse 
continues we're gathering some new details from dive teams we'll update you on the progress to recover 
victims plus our investigative team is asking questions about why the numbers of missing keep changing 
have changed several times over the last 24 hours or so we'll get some answers for you at 10 o'clock let's 
see what's going to come up here for the weekend yeah it looks like it's going to be a chance of rain for 
tomorrow then drier for sunday a little cooler than usual too tomorrow in the upper 70s so a bit of a change 
and we need the drought relief we'll see if we get it you know john asked and jess if that 79 was the high at 
least i think you were joking maybe not maybe i was and maybe i wasn't maybe maybe you need to rest a 
little bit as do a lot of folks well we're running out 
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do a lot of folks well we're running out of time right now for this half hour we're going to turn you over to abc 
primetime right now but the news does continue all night on kstp.com remember more coverage of the 
collapse of the bridge more news coming up at 10 o'clock we hope to see you back here then have a great 
evening good night 


END 


